What is the Neighbourhood Plan?
As many of you will know, over the last few
years a dedicated team of local residents has
been
working
hard
to
prepare
a
Neighbourhood Plan, a comprehensive
document that sets out the needs and
aspirations of the town in a clear and
transparent form.

Who has prepared the Plan?
The Plan has been put together by the Steering
Group of Garforth Neighbourhood Planning
Forum, local resident volunteers, working
closely
with
Leeds
City
Council.
Communication has been on-going and the
Steering Group has held formal update
meetings on a regular basis.

Why do we need a Plan?
The need for a Neighbourhood Plan has arisen
due to the Localism Act of 2011, the aim of
which is:

Where can I view the Plan?
It would cost several thousand pounds to
supply a printed copy of the Plan to every
local household, so we are making it available
in the following ways:

"To facilitate the devolution of decisionmaking powers from central government
control to individuals and communities."
The Act explains the importance of having a
Neighbourhood Plan:
"Neighbourhood planning will allow
communities both residents, employees and
businesses to come together through a
neighbourhood forum and say where they
think new houses, businesses and shops
should go and what they should look like."

You can view a full, 'plain English' overview
of the Act at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/l
ocalism-act-2011-overview

Garforth
Neighbourhood
Plan

1 On-line
You can view and download a copy of the
Plan at www.garforthplan.co.uk
2 By Arrangement
Originally the plan was to be made
available at the library. This is now not
possible due to Covid-19 restrictions. Any
resident that would like to see a hard copy
should contact garforthplan@gmail.com

Look out for information events
at www.garforthplan.co.uk/

Pre-submission Consultation
January / March 2021
Garforth Neighbourhood Planning Forum
and on Zoom

Whose views does the Plan represent?
The plan aims to represent the views of people
from Garforth. It takes into account feedback
from numerous public meetings and
consultations face to face, as well as through
surveys and questionnaires between 2015 and
2020.
What stage is the Plan at?
The good news is that the Plan is approaching
its final draft and is available for a formal 8week consultation known as the PreSubmission Consultation.
After the
consultation, the plan will be modified and
submitted to the council for independent
examination.
What does the Plan include?
The Plan sets out the vision for the future and
includes the key objectives to see that vision
realised. It also sets out clear policies to
ensure that these objectives are met in the key
areas of:
•
Housing and the built environment
•
Business and employment
•
Community, leisure and well-being
•
Health and Education,
All are linked by the theme of health and wellbeing and in recognition of the climate crisis
that demands action now.
Will the Plan stop future developments?
In a word, 'No' as this is not within the scope
of neighbourhood planning. What we can do
is have a say in what Garforth's developments
and greenspaces should be like, taking the
objectives and key areas into account

So why is the Plan so important?
The Plan seeks to improve the Neighbourhood
Area and the opportunities for everyone. It is
resolute in its intention to see the town
improved for the better. The Plan will
influence what is developed and both current
and future infrastructure. Once approved, the
Plan will become a vital and legally binding
statutory planning document, which will have
to be considered whenever a planning
application is submitted.
What's the alternative?
Having no Plan in place would mean that local
residents would have little or no say on future
building developments or the key areas in
Garforth as listed in the previous column.
This would effectively allow potential
developers to have far greater influence
without taking into account the views and
opinions of local people.
What do I need to do?
The draft Plan needs to be approved by local
residents and businesses before it becomes
legally binding. Please do read the draft Plan
and give us your feedback. Any ideas or
suggestions for improvement are welcome. If
you're happy with the contents of the Plan as it
stands, please let us know.
What happens next?
Once the Plan has been approved by the
Independent Examiner, a referendum will be
held where local residents will have the final
opportunity to vote on adopting it. Once the
vote is carried, the Plan becomes legally
binding.

Approval procedure
1. Preparation of the draft Plan √
2. Circulation of the draft Plan to local
residents√
3. Consultation period
4. Final amendments made
5. Submission of the final draft Plan
6. Examination and approval by an
Independent Examiner
7. Residents' referendum (final vote) on
the Plan
8. Adoption of the Plan by Leeds City
Council.
How do I have my say?
This is your opportunity to have your say. If
you'd like to comment on the draft Plan, you
can make your views known in three ways:
Online at www.garforthplan.co.uk
By email: garforthnpf@gmail.com
In writing:
Membership Secretary
Neighbourhood Planning Steering
Group
13 Summerhill Road
Garforth
LS25 1AX

Please note that the closing date for
comments is on the website and on the
Facebook page.

