Garforth Neighbourhood Planning Forum
Vision and Objectives consultation
The purpose of the GNPF is to create a development plan for Garforth. Over the last two years members have been collecting information and undertaking research to inform the plan. We have now reached the writing stage and the first step is to consult the community on our proposed vision for Garforth and development plan objectives. The next step will be to identify issues and develop policies.
The map below shows the land area which has been designated as Garforth for Neighbourhood Forum and planning purposes.
The Vision statement provides an image of the Garforth we would like to see in the future.
The Objectives describe the things which GNPF would like the development plan to achieve.




VISION  
In 2028 Garforth will be: 
· a great place to live, work and play with a strong sense of community;
· a place that retains a distinctive identity, yet responds to the economic growth and expansion of the City of Leeds and provides opportunities for residents, of all ages, to achieve the highest possible quality of life;
· a place that provides a wide range of affordable, sustainable homes that meet the needs of all of its people at all stages of life;
· a place where developments and associated infrastructure changes are designed to benefit the community as a whole;
· a place that is attractive, where it is safe and enjoyable to get around;
· a place with excellent public transport links which meet the needs of local people;
· a place with a vibrant  town centre where a broad range of local businesses can develop and thrive;
· a place with a thriving and re-invigorated commercial and industrial area  offering a range of well paid jobs for local people;
· a place with excellent facilities – schools, health care services, leisure and social provision; 
· a place with a Town Council that champions the needs of local people;

OBJECTIVES
A) Housing
· to provide a range of different types of homes and a greater range of affordable housing, to buy or rent, meeting the needs of young people, families and senior residents; 
· to successfully integrate new homes into the town in a way that does not increase pressure on the existing physical infrastructure; to ensure specifically that all new developments address issues of drainage and flooding;
· to ensure all new build housing meets high standards of design and sustainability; 


B) Business and Employment
· To create new employment opportunities for local residents whilst protecting existing jobs;
· To promote job opportunities for school leavers and young people;
· To create a more active and attractive town centre that will encourage local people to use the facilities thereby supporting local businesses and provide a hub for the town;

C) Transport
· to promote sustainable travel choices;
· to improve provision for pedestrians and cyclists;
· to manage the impact of traffic and ensure the necessary improvements to the towns road network to safeguard the quality of peoples lives;
· to ensure new developments/businesses do not adversely affect traffic flow;
· to ensure car parking supports the viability of the town centre and railway stations;
· to ensure new housing is connected to the town and railway stations via good pedestrian, cycle and bus links;

D) Community, leisure and well-being
· to support, maintain and improve existing community facilities and services;
· to support the development of community services and facilities to reflect the growth of the community;
· to increase the amount of parks, sports facilities and green space within the town and promote healthy and active lifestyles;
· to seek to protect the green corridor around the town and to maintain and improve public access to this area;
· to seek to protect and enhance biodiversity within green spaces and the surrounding countryside;
· to ensure all children and young people have easy and safe access to play areas;

E) Health and Education
· To ensure sufficient pre-school, nursery, primary, secondary and 6th Form school places are available for all those living in the town;
· To work with health providers to ensure reasonable and equitable access to health services for all residents;
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Please return your feedback to the person who gave you this form or send your email comments to garforthwritinggroup@outlook.com
GNPF Writing Group 29.3.16  Version 5
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